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About the Playwright
Louis Nowra was born in Melbourne. He is the author of such plays 
as INNER VOICES, VISIONS, INSIDE THE ISLAND, SUNRISE, THE 
GOLDEN AGE, CAPRICORNIA, BYZANTINE FLOWERS, SUMMER 
OF THE ALIENS, COSI, RADIANCE, THE TEMPLE, CROW, THE 
INCORRUPTIBLE, THE JUNGLE, THE LANGUAGE OF THE GODS 
and THE BOYCE TRILOGY. 

He has written six non-fiction works, THE CHEATED, WARNE‘S 
WORLD, WALKABOUT, CHIHUAHUAS, WOMEN AND ME, BAD 
DREAMING and most recently, KINGS CROSS: A BIOGRAPHY. His 
novels are THE MISERY OF BEAUTY, PALU, RED NIGHTS, ABAZA 
and ICE. Last year’s INTO THAT FOREST is Louis’ first novel for 
young adults. His two memoirs are THE TWELFTH OF NEVER and 
SHOOTING THE MOON. 

Some of his radio plays include ALBERT NAMES EDWARD, THE 
SONG ROOM, SYDNEY, THE DIVINE HAMMER, FAR NORTH, JEZ and 
THE LIGHT OF DARKNESS. He wrote the telemovies DISPLACED 
PERSONS, HUNGER and THE LIZARD KING plus created the TV 
series THE LAST RESORT and THE STRAITS. 

His screen credits include MAP OF THE HUMAN HEART, COSI, 
HEAVEN’S BURNING, THE MATCHMAKER, RADIANCE, K-19: 
THE WIDOWMAKER and BLACK AND WHITE. He was co-writer of the 
documentary series FIRST AUSTRALIANS. He lives in Sydney and is 
married to the writer Mandy Sayer.



From the Director
I could talk about Così and its significance as a 
seminal work of the Australian theatre landscape; 
or about its journey through the decades as a 
beautiful slice of Australian culture; or even its 
plethora of brilliantly interwoven themes and 
voices of an era that speak to all of us. 

But what I would much rather talk about is its 
effect on a group of amazingly inspired and 
committed young artists and theatre makers. The 
WITs chose Così as their first brave endeavor to 
launch their new company. No small challenge 
indeed but, as they say, ‘With great risk comes 
great reward.’ That reward being the chance 
to truly surrender yourself to the wonderfully 
vulnerable and intricate characters of Louis 
Nowra’s memory and skillfull pen. I have had 
the great priviledge to help guide them to their 
individual truth and to hopefully keep them 
connected to their character’s story, the greater 
story and to each other. I will leave it to you to 
experience the results but I truly hope that you 
enjoy this brilliant autobiographical wild ride that 
Louis Nowra has so generously shared with us. As 
Ruth says, ‘The more real it is, the more real it is.’ 

Thanks for being here to share it with us and we 
look forward to seeing you again really soon.

Mark Doggett

Director
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Special thanks to City of Maribyrnong, Living 
Museum of the West, Minuteman Press Footscray, 
Melbourne Theatre Company, Williamstown Little 
Theatre, FabNobs Theatre, Penny McDonald, 
Jennifer Innes, ProStage Victoria, Wayne Dorning 
and all our Front of House nurses.

Any enquiries regarding performance rights of 
Così should be directed to HLA Management Pty 
Ltd, PO Box 1536, Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012, 
Australia.  
Ph 02 9549 3000 , Fax 02 9310 4113  
Email: hla@hlamgt.com.au



“So this Cosi...thing is just another 
thing about the battle of the sexes?”

“I suppose so, if you could describe the 
Crusades as a sightseeing lark on the 
way to Jerusalem!”



Protesting the War in Vietnam
By 1970, the Vietnam War was the longest military 
engagement Australia had ever participated in and 
many ordinary Australians were opposed to it. 

Following the success of moratorium rallies held 
in American cities in 1969, citizen groups joined 
forces to stage something similar in Australia. 
They hoped to force a withdrawal of Australian 
and other foreign troops from Vietnam and 
to repeal the National Service Act (1964). The first 
moratorium took place in May 1970. Across 
Australia, over 200,000 people took part, with an 
estimated 100,000 turning out in Melbourne for a 
peaceful occupation of the city on May 8. A second 
moratorium was held in September 1970, and 
a third in June 1971. 

In the lead up to the 1972 federal election, a 
promise to end conscription was part of the Labor 
campaign. The newly elected Whitlam Government 
immediately abolished conscription and released 
from prison those who had resisted it. The first 
step in the Australian withdrawal from troops from 
Vietnam had actually occured just before the first 
moratorium. 

By December 1972 only 179 Australian troops 
remained in Vietnam and Whitlam ordered 
them home.

From ‘80 Days that Changed our Lives’ via abc.net.au, 
accessed 24 November 2014



We acknowledge the Boonwurrung and 
Wurundjeri peoples of the Kulin nation who were 
the custodians this land for many centuries. 
We acknowledge that the land on which we 
meet was the place of age-old ceremonies 
of celebration, initiation and renewal and that the 
Kulin people’s living culture had and has a unique 
role in the life of this region.
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