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Hope can be a tough sentence.
#WitOutside
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Hope can be a tough sentence.

Seven women navigate their lives and themselves inside 
prison, trying to manage how much the outside seeps 
in. As a new inmate arrives and another prepares to 
leave, the cracks appear in a dangerously-thin veneer of 
order.

Beaton created the script out of “...a desire to create 
roles for women where they are seen as the subject and 
not the object”.

Playmarket describes it as, “Brutal, funny and at heart, 
a love story…. an intensely honest portrayal of seven 
women’s lives within the hostile world of prison.”

#WitOutside

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands 
of the Kulin nation; lands that were never ceded. 
We offer our respect to Kulin elders, past and present.
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The playwright: Hilary Beaton

Award-winning writer Hilary Beaton has written for stage 
and screen and is a published playwright. She has worked 
as freelance journalist, editor, manuscript appraiser and script 
assessor, here and overseas.

Beaton has played an instrumental role in the development 
of new and innovative work in Australia and New Zealand. 
Highlights include: Kooemba Jdarra’s The 7 Stages of Grieving 
(Festival of Dreaming), Anna Yen’s Chinese Take Away (Stage 
X Festival, Brisbane), Maree Cunnington’s The Secret Fire 
(National Festival of Australian Theatre, Canberra) and several 
new works for one of Australia’s premier regional companies, 
Just Us Theatre Ensemble, Cairns, Queensland.

She was the Director Downstage theatre (2008-2013) producing 
and presenting many new New Zealand work for contemporary 
performance and non-text based work. During her career, she 
has directed or produced in excess of 150 plays.

Prior to her return to Wellington she was Director of the 
Queensland Writers Centre (1997-2004), where she published 
the monthly magazine Writing Queensland and books 
on writing including Word for Word—an inspirational handbook 
for writers and teachers of writing, Hot Iron Corrugated 
Sky—100 years of Queensland writing and was instrumental 
in purchasing the copyright and publishing the Australian 
Writers’ Marketplace.

In 2001, she was awarded a Centenary Medal for her services 
to the writing community. Hilary wrote ‘On the Beaton 
track’, a weekly column for the Fassifern Guardian and was 
a regular co-host of The Conversation Hour on ABC Radio 612 
for many years.
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“We’re a friendly bunch, really. We all like each 
other. That’s why we dress the same. And we’d 
like to take this opportunity to get to know 
you a little better. Wouldn’t we, girls?”

“Fucken oath.”

“We just like to know who we’re getting as a 
playmate, see? You can’t be too careful. No 
secrets in here, eh, girls?”

“Nah. We got nothing to hide.”



Ana Della Rocca Faran Martin Ebony McGuire
Actor (Ma) Director Actor (Lou)

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH

Jennifer Piper Kerry du Plessis Andrea Solonge
Actor (Di) Actor (Helen) Actor (Sandy)

Claire Bowen Belinda Campbell Sarah Clarke
Stage Manager Actor (Ginny) Actor (Kate)

Special thanks
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From the director

When I witness this story, I am pulled between wanting 
to see the humour, the energy and the resourcefulness 
of the women it portrays, and wanting to be taught the 
stone cold truths about abandonment, powerlessness 
and the relentless cycle of imprisonment. Hilary Beaton 
has crafted an uncomfortable, uncompromising 
and unforgettable world, built upon real lives and 
experiences, that is more foreign to most theatre goers 
than we care to admit.

This play was written at a time when incarceration rates 
- notably female incarceration rates - in Australia were 
climbing steadily, and the demographic of those falling 
foul of the law was changing. It is uncommon in certain 
areas of Australia to know someone who has spent time 
in prison, and so the general public’s image of what 
that does to a person, how it is to live that life day after 
day, who might find themselves inside, is missing a lot 
of the finer details. Hilary Beaton sets out to add depth 
and truth to that image, and this wonderful company 
of actors brings warmth and honesty and, for what it’s 
worth, justice to these characters, having walked more 
than a proverbial mile in their shoes. 

In this world we see hatred, shame and fear at their 
ugliest, with nothing but concrete walls to absorb it. 
We see hope, love and connection at their fiercest, 
unapologetically alive and well. And we see the effect 
upon these women of the structure created by society to 
manage those it has ultimately let down. I am incredibly 
passionate about the right of these characters and those 
they represent to be heard; while no one can change 
their crimes, only those who listen can learn from them. 
It has been an honour and an education to venture 
inside, and to find the multifaceted individuals living 
beneath the branding “inmate”.

Faran Martin, 2017
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f/wearewit

l/wearewitter

i/instawits
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